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Read the following passage from a 19th-century novel and 
answer the questions that follow.

19th-century Fiction

In the quaint village of Oakbridge, nestled amidst rolling hills and lush 
meadows, there lived a young woman named Emma. She was the 
daughter of a respected local merchant and possessed a sharp 
intellect and a lively spirit. Emma was an avid reader, immersing 
herself in the pages of novels that transported her to distant lands 
and eras.
One day, as Emma was exploring the dusty shelves of her father's 
library, she stumbled upon a hidden nook filled with ancient tomes. 
Among them, she found a weathered copy of Jane Austen's "Pride 
and Prejudice." Intrigued, she began to read, losing herself in the 
world of Regency England and the complexities of love and social 
hierarchy. As she turned the pages, Emma marveled at Austen's keen 
observations of human nature and her wit, which brought the 
characters to life.
In the days that followed, Emma found herself drawn into the story 
of Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy, their misunderstandings, and the 
eventual triumph of true love over societal expectations. The novel 
sparked a passion within her, inspiring her to write her own stories 
and explore the nuances of human relationships.

Questions: 

1. What is the setting of the story? Describe the village of 
Oakbridge.

2. Who is the protagonist of the passage, and what qualities make 
her unique?
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19th-century Fiction

3. What book does Emma find in her father's library? Why is she 
intrigued by it?

4. How does reading "Pride and Prejudice" impact Emma?

5. Why do you think Emma's discovery of the hidden nook and her 
subsequent reading experience are significant in the context of 
the passage?

6. Why do you think Emma's discovery of the hidden nook and her 
subsequent reading experience are significant in the context of 
the passage?

7. If Emma were a real person, do you think her passion for reading 
and writing could have influenced her community positively? 
Explain your answer.

8. Imagine you are Emma. Write a diary entry expressing your 
thoughts and emotions after reading "Pride and Prejudice" for 
the first time.
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