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Read the short story carefully and answer the questions that 
follow.

Reading and Literature - Fiction

In the heart of the bustling city, amidst the cacophony of life, dwelled 
Elara, a young musician whose fingers glided upon the piano keys like 
a maestro’s whisper. With every stroke, she conjured melodies that 
seemed to possess a healing touch, melodies that could weave solace 
into the most wounded of souls. Yet, behind her virtuosity, Elara 
cradled a quiet agony—a melody, delicate and poignant, she had yet 
to compose—the tune of her own happiness. One day, as sunlight 
dappled the city park, Elara’s melancholic eyes met those of an 
enigmatic elderly man named Leo. His gaze, weathered by time and 
warmed by empathy, saw beyond the façade she wore. He sensed the 
unplayed notes of sorrow in her heart. In that serendipitous 
encounter, he shared tales of lost loves and rekindled hopes.
Inspired by Leo’s wisdom, Elara found her voice anew. With each note 
she played, she infused her pain, her longing, and the newfound hope 
kindled by Leo’s words into a haunting melody. The music she 
composed transcended the boundaries of sound; it was an emotional 
odyssey, a journey from the depths of despair to the heights of 
newfound faith. This melody, born from her very soul, echoed through 
the city’s alleys and avenues, touching hearts and mending broken 
spirits like a gentle caress of understanding. As Elara played, the city 
seemed to hold its breath. The melody, with its raw emotion and 
undying optimism, seeped into the souls of the passersby. Strangers 
paused, their hurried footsteps slowing as the music wrapped around 
them, cocooning them in a bittersweet embrace. The melody reached 
the tired office worker, yearning for solace; it caressed the dreams of 
the ambitious artist, fueling their aspirations. It resonated with the 
elderly, bringing back memories of youth and lost loves.

The Forgotten Melody
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Reading and Literature - Fiction

Questions:

1. Analyze Elara's emotional journey throughout the story. How does 
her pain evolve, and how does her composition act as a cathartic 
release?

2. Explore the symbolism of sunlight in the park during Elara's 
encounter with Leo. How does this natural imagery reflect the 
themes of hope and new beginnings?

3. Discuss the role of Leo as a mentor figure. How does his wisdom 
inspire Elara, and what impact does his guidance have on her 
artistic expression?

4. Examine the reactions of the city's inhabitants to Elara's music. 
How do different characters respond, and what emotions does the 
melody evoke in them?

5. Reflect on the transformation of the city as a metaphor for 
collective healing. How does Elara's composition serve as a catalyst 
for unity and understanding among the citizens?

6. Explore the concept of artistic expression as a form of therapy. 
How does Elara's music act as a therapeutic outlet for her 
emotions, and how might this concept resonate with real-life 
experiences?

In the following weeks, the city transformed. It became a canvas of 
emotions, painted with the hues of Elara’s melody. Strangers smiled at 
each other; the air was filled with understanding and shared humanity. 
Elara’s music had become the city’s anthem of hope, a reminder that 
even in the midst of life’s cacophony, there existed a melody of solace.
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