
Name - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Start time - _ _ : _ _ End time - _ _ : _ _

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q

www.shreersctutors.com

r s t u v w x y z

Read the short story carefully and answer the questions that 
follow.

Reading and Literature - Fiction

In the heart of the forgotten forest, where whispers of civilizations 
long lost intertwined with the rustle of leaves, Maria, an intrepid 
explorer, felt the pulse of history beneath her fingertips. The ruins, like 
ancient guardians, stood resilient against the passage of time, 
concealing enigmas that intrigued her curious mind.
With reverence, Maria unearthed a weathered scroll, its delicate 
parchment crinkling as if exhaling the secrets of centuries. Her eyes 
widened as she deciphered the cryptic text, her trembling fingers 
tracing the faded ink. The revelation struck her like a lightning bolt—
she held the key to an age-old secret, a doorway to a parallel universe 
that existed beyond the bounds of reality. Enthralled by the weight of 
her discovery, Maria's determination blazed brighter than ever. With 
the weathered scroll as her map and her unwavering curiosity as her 
guide, she ventured further into the ruins. Each step was a dance with 
history, a communion with the echoes of civilizations long past. The 
air, heavy with the scent of moss and ancient wisdom, seemed to 
shimmer with the promise of the unknown. As Maria delved deeper, 
the ruins revealed their secrets. Symbols etched in stone glowed softly 
as she passed, illuminating her path to hidden portals. Guided by an 
unseen force, she crossed the threshold into the parallel universe. 
Here, reality melded with fantasy; surreal landscapes stretched into 
infinity, and colors unseen by human eyes painted the sky.
Armed with ancient wisdom, Maria explored this fantastical realm. She 
encountered beings of ethereal beauty and landscapes that defied 
earthly logic. Her interactions with the inhabitants of this parallel 
world taught her the universality of emotion and the transcendent 
power of curiosity.

Echoes of Eternity
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Reading and Literature - Fiction

Questions:

1. Describe Maria's emotions as she deciphers the cryptic text on the 
weathered scroll. How does this moment mark a turning point in 
the story?

2. Explore the atmosphere of the forgotten forest. How does the 
setting contribute to the story's sense of mystery and adventure?

3. Discuss the significance of the symbols glowing in the ruins. What 
do they represent, and how do they guide Maria on her journey?

4. Describe Maria's first encounter with the parallel universe. What 
does she see, and how does it differ from her own reality?

5. Reflect on the story's themes of curiosity and exploration. How do 
these themes shape Maria's character and her interactions with 
the parallel universe?

6. Describe the parallel universe in vivid detail, focusing on its 
fantastical elements. What creatures and landscapes exist in this 
realm, and how do they challenge traditional notions of reality?

In her quest for understanding, Maria became a bridge between 
worlds, her discoveries echoing through the dense forest like a melody 
of infinite possibilities. Armed with knowledge and humility, she 
returned to her own reality, her heart forever entwined with the 
enigmatic secrets of the forgotten forest and the parallel universe that 
lay beyond.
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