&2 RSC TUTORS Reading and Literature - Drama
Name - Start time-__ : End time-_

Read the following excerpt from a play carefully and answer
the questions that follow.
Excerpt from the Play "The Enigmatic Encounter”

Olivia: A young scientist, dedicated and logical.

Elijah: (smirking) Ah, the fabric of time, my dear. It's a tapestry woven
with secrets, waiting to be unraveled. | have journeyed through ages,
witnessing the evolution of humanity and its creations.

Olivia: (intrigued) Time travel, you say? That sounds like science
fiction. How do you explain the paradoxes and complexities of altering
the past or future?

Elijah: (thoughtfully) Paradoxes exist where understanding falters.
Time is not a linear path but a vast, interconnected web. Change in
one thread ripples through others, creating infinite possibilities. It's a
dance between fate and free will.

Olivia: (contemplative) So, you believe in fate? Even with the ability to
alter events, there's a predetermined course?

Elijah: (smiling) Predetermined, perhaps, but not unchangeable.
We're sculptors of our destiny, shaping it with every choice. Time
merely provides the clay; it's our hands that mold it into form.

Elijah: A mysterious time traveler, possessing advanced knowledge.
(Scene: Olivia's laboratory. Olivia and Elijah sit amidst scientific
equipment, engaged in a conversation.)

Olivia: (curiously) Mr. Elijah, your knowledge of future technology is
astounding. How is it possible that you possess such advanced

information?
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Questions:

1. Describe Olivia's reaction to Elijah's explanation of time travel.
How does her curiosity evolve throughout the conversation?

2. Analyze Elijah's metaphor of time as a tapestry. What does this
metaphor suggest about his view on the interconnectedness of
events?

3. Explain Elijah's idea of time as a dance between fate and free will.
How does this concept challenge traditional notions of destiny?

4. Reflect on how Olivia's skepticism transforms into contemplation.
What does this transformation reveal about her openness to new
ideas and perspectives?

5. Consider the ethical implications of time travel discussed in the
scene. What moral questions might arise if one could alter past
events?

6. Predict how Olivia's newfound understanding of time travel might
influence her scientific pursuits or personal beliefs in the play's
subsequent scenes.

7. Reflect on the symbolism of time as clay in Elijah's metaphor.

What deeper meaning might this symbolism convey about human
agency and temporal existence?
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