&2 RSC TUTORS Reading and Literature - Drama
Name - Start time-__ : End time-_

Read the following excerpt from a play carefully and answer

the questions that follow.
Excerpt from the Play "Echoes of Shadows*

Evelyn: A brilliant but tormented scientist.
Dr. Wallace: A renowned psychologist, Evelyn's mentor.

(Scene: A dimly lit laboratory. Evelyn and Dr. Wallace are engaged in a
heated discussion.)

Evelyn: (frustrated) Dr. Wallace, you don't understand. These shadows
I've discovered, they hold the key to unlocking human consciousness.
They are not just absence of light; they're repositories of forgotten
memories, echoes of our deepest fears.

Dr. Wallace: (calmly) Evelyn, delving into the shadows of the mind is a
perilous journey. What you're attempting is groundbreaking, but it's
uncharted territory. We must tread carefully, for the human psyche is
fragile.

Evelyn: (determined) | refuse to be cautious, Dr. Wallace. I've spent
years on this research. These shadows, they call out to me, begging to
be understood. | won't stop until | unravel their mysteries.

Dr. Wallace: (concerned) But at what cost, Evelyn? We can't ignore the
ethical implications. What if the shadows reveal something we're not
prepared to face? There are boundaries we shouldn't cross.

Evelyn: (defiant) Boundaries are meant to be pushed, Dr. Wallace.
That's how progress is made. Imagine the potential: understanding
traumas, healing broken minds. We could change the course of
humanity.
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Questions:

1. Describe the dynamics between Evelyn and Dr. Wallace. How does
each character approach the topic of exploring the shadows?
What does their conversation reveal about their relationship?

2. Analyze the symbolism of shadows in this context. What do the
shadows represent for Evelyn, and how do they drive her
obsession? How might the concept of shadows connect to the
broader themes of the play?

3. Discuss the ethical dilemma faced by Evelyn and Dr. Wallace.
What are the risks and potential benefits of delving into the
human mind's shadows? How does this dilemma create tension in
the scene?

4. Explore Evelyn's motivations. What drives her relentless pursuit of
understanding the shadows? How does her determination shape
her character, and what does it reveal about her personality?

5. Reflect on the psychological themes explored in this scene. How
does the conversation between Evelyn and Dr. Wallace delve into
the complexities of the human mind, consciousness, and the
subconscious?

6. Consider the role of this scene in the overall plot of the play. How
might the discoveries or decisions made in this scene influence
the events that follow? How pivotal is this moment in the
narrative?
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