&2 RSC TUTORS Reading and Literature - Drama
Name - Start time-__ : End time-_

Read the following excerpt from a play carefully and answer
the questions that follow.

Excerpt from the Play "Echoes of Eternity”

Evelyn: A passionate scientist dedicated to unraveling the mysteries of
time.

Dr. Harrison: A renowned physicist skeptical of Evelyn's
unconventional theories.

(Scene: Evelyn's laboratory. Evelyn is surrounded by complicated
equations and a peculiar, ancient-looking device. Dr. Harrison watches
skeptically.)

Evelyn: (excitedly) Dr. Harrison, I've discovered a way to communicate
with the past. The echoes of eternity are within our grasp! Imagine
the knowledge we could unearth, the history we could rewrite!

Dr. Harrison: (raising an eyebrow) Evelyn, your ideas are fascinating,
but they border on the fantastical. Time travel? Communicating with
the past? It sounds like the stuff of science fiction.

Evelyn: (determined) | assure you, Dr. Harrison, this is not fiction. My
calculations are precise, and this device, this temporal communicator,
holds immense potential. Imagine the possibilities for humanity's
future if we could learn from our past, correct our mistakes, and
evolve more rapidly.
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Dr. Harrison: (skeptical) Even if your device works, which | highly
doubt, meddling with time could have catastrophic consequences.
What if we alter a crucial event and disrupt the course of history?
We could inadvertently cause irreparable damage to the present and
the future.

Evelyn: (passionate) | understand the risks, Dr. Harrison, but progress
always comes with risks. Every scientific breakthrough faced
skepticism and fear. We cannot let fear hold us back from the pursuit
of knowledge and advancement. Humanity has the resilience to
navigate the challenges that come with innovation.

Questions:

1. Analyze Dr. Harrison's concerns about time travel. What ethical
and moral dilemmas does he foresee, and how do these concerns
reflect common themes associated with time travel in literature
and media?

2. Discuss Evelyn's perspective on progress and innovation. How
does she justify the potential risks associated with her discovery?
How might her beliefs be influenced by her dedication to
scientific exploration?

3. Predict how Dr. Harrison might respond to Evelyn's argument
about progress. What counterarguments or concerns might he
raise, considering his skepticism about the temporal
communicator?
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4. Explore the symbolism of the title, "Echoes of Eternity," in the

context of the play's theme. What might these "echoes"
represent, and how do they relate to the characters' pursuit of
knowledge and understanding?

Imagine a continuation of the scene. How might Evelyn convince
Dr. Harrison to support her research? What arguments or
evidence could she present to address his skepticism?

Reflect on the broader implications of time travel and its ethical
considerations. How might the ability to communicate with the
past impact society, politics, or individual lives? Consider both
positive and negative outcomes.

Consider the play's potential resolution. How might the conflict
between Evelyn's innovation and Dr. Harrison's skepticism be
resolved? What compromises or realizations could lead to a
satisfying conclusion?
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